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lie had received of the Duke of Momnouth. Upon the receipt of it they voted his Majesty their thanks, and to 50 to him to offer themselves in a body of the whole House to carry their own address, wherein they promised to stand by him with their lives and fortunes, against that ungrateful rebel James, Duke of Monmouth, and all others whomsoever.
June 14. The King had an express that Argyll was come into his own country out of the island where they intended to block him up. The same day the Duke of Monmouth's declaration, which arrived the clay before, was sent by the King to both Houses, which passed a bill of attainder against his grace that very day, and voted 5,000/. reward to any that should apprehend the duke, and bring him to the King, dead or alive. This declaration charged James, Duke of York—for so it styled the King—with the burning of the city, the death of Sir Edmondbury Godfrey, the murder of Colonel Sidney and my Lord Russell, with poisoning the late King, and.tearing his crown from his head ; with being led by popish councils, with packing the present Parliament (it not being one freely chosen); and he (the duke) came to revenge these things upon the King, and would never c'ome to any terms.or accommodation till it was done; that he would give no quarter to those who opposed him, and therefore desired all good people to come in and assist him. He further declared that he had a just title to the crown, but he would not claim it till he had called a parliament, which he would fully satisfy in that matter, promising that parliaments should sit every year, and not be dismissed till all grievances were redressed ; that he would give liberty of conscience to all persons, even to papists ; with much more to this or the like purpose.
June 14. An express brought word that the Duke of Monmouth had marched out of the town with 200 foot and 100 horse, had lighted .on some forerunners of the